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County Council Elections – May 4th 2017 

A message to you from  
Daniel Gallagher 

 

  “I have lived in Chalfont St Peter for 14 years and recognise it as a 
place with great character and history.  It is a community that can  
continue both to thrive and to grow.  Managing change, in a time of 
great national change, is a challenge I relish.    
   “Having spent thirty years working in my family owned house 
building business I have had to control costs, get best value and 
support our staff. My wife runs a local catering business and 
through her I have seen the challenges faced by small businesses as 
they go about their work. 
   “My son has had a Statement of Special Educational Needs for the 
past eight years and this in both good and bad ways has brought me 
into contact with the County Council’s Education Department. 
   “In short, as your Councillor I would use my work and life 
experience to: 

1. Control costs and seek value for money. 
2. Support and work with county employees. 
3. Help local businesses negotiate regulations. 
4. Look to improve all children’s educational opportunities.”  

   “The Conservatives have controlled the County Council forever, and worked hard for many years, but our council can be 
better if more and varied ideas and voices are at the table. Conservative domination should be challenged, it is better for them 
and better for us all.” 

Facing The Challenges Together 
   Liberal Democrat candidate Daniel Gallagher has firm views on the way forward for Chalfont St Peter 
and the wider county area. Daniel says:  
   ”Development in the county should face scrutiny and constructive criticism in order to achieve positive 
outcomes for our environment and infrastructure.  Outcomes that provide jobs and homes for residents 
both old and new.” 
   “The Liberal Democrats will argue for the rights of European Union citizens who are already in the UK, 
just as we expect the rights of British citizens living in the EU to be protected. I support a policy of close 
co-operation and alliance with the EU.   A union made up of some of our oldest and closest allies.  Co-
operation that will enhance our harmony and prosperity. 
   “Education is the foundation. All our pupils should be encouraged to be the best at what they choose 
and equal respect given to the future labourer, tradesmen, carer or graduate.  They all contribute to our 
needs. 
   “On a national level, In difficult economic times I believe Brexit makes things harder in the short, 
medium and long term, but the challenge can be overcome. 
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Potholes – a continuing problem. They spent how much? 

 

    
   Recent Conservative election leaflets have boasted about how 
they have spent £110 million on road resurfacing in the past six 
years.  
   The bad news? That’s exactly what they have done!  
   A pity that so much money has been spent, yet the roads are still a 
mess. As local residents know, the same potholes seem to be filled 
again and again. (Which is why our photo doesn’t change – sadly 
neither do the holes!) 
   Liberal Democrats at County Hall have suggested it would be 
cheaper to borrow the money to do the job properly, and pay it back 
through the savings made by not having to do the same job again.  
 

   Previous editions of Focus have also pointed out that utility companies should be made to pay for their own 
road repairs – and pay again if it’s not done properly the first time. The tax-payer shouldn’t have to pay twice.  
   Reading the Tory leaflets for these elections, one would be forgiven for thinking that someone else was in 
charge at County Hall. The fact is that Buckinghamshire has been run by the Conservatives since the 19th 
century – so there’s no-one else to blame for the state of the roads. 

 

HS2 – (not quite) The Final Word 
   The government has completely failed to listen to most of our local 
concerns, and ignored suggestions to extend the Chilterns Tunnel further. 
(Actually, they have also ignored our suggestions to scrap the whole 
thing...). This is despite the valiant efforts of many local people in the 
Chalfont St Peter area who were rightly concerned about the negative effect 
the train line will have on the village and the wider area.  
   Now that Royal Assent has been given, Cllr Peter Jones, Liberal Democrat 
group leader, has suggested to Chiltern DC that now we need to work out 
how best to manage the construction process. The government keeps telling 
us what a boost to the economy this will be – we don’t believe them, but if 
there’s a boost coming, let’s have some of it in our local businesses.  

 

   Peter Jones adds “One thing needs to be said before you vote on May 4th: Focus has paid tribute before to local Conservative 
councillors who have been tireless in their opposition to HS2. We in the Liberal Democrats have done our share, including being the 
only local party to petition the House of Commons. Other parties locally? Not a thing, at least not that I have noticed.” 

 

More on Brexit  from Tim Farron, the Leader of the Liberal Democrats 

 

   Speaking at the end of March, Lib Dem Leader Tim Farron has said that “Theresa May 
has triggered Article 50; the clock is ticking towards a Hard Brexit – but it can still be 
stopped.  
   “For nine months, our party has been the only opposition to this Conservative Brexit 
Government’s plans – we’ve fought to keep us in the single market, to guarantee EU 
citizens' right to stay and for a referendum on the final deal. That fight will continue. 
   “Over the next two years we will see the Government entering the most complex 
negotiations in British political history. They insist that they can negotiate both the terms 
of Britain’s exit from the EU and our new trading relationship in the next two years. They 
can't. It will be impossible for a new deal, especially one that is in Britain’s interests, to 
be negotiated in two years. In the meantime, Whitehall will grind to a halt as it grapples 
with the Brexit negotiations, neglecting everything else – including the crisis in the NHS 
and social care.  

   “That is why our fight must continue. We cannot allow the Conservatives to negotiate a disastrous hard Brexit that nobody voted 
for. We cannot allow the Brexit negotiations to make the crisis in health and social care any worse than it is today.” 
 

If you agree with us – join us! As tens of thousands have done since last June. Details at www.libdems.org.uk  
 
 

You can contact Daniel Gallagher at danlibdem@gmail.com Chiltern Lib Dems at www.chilternlibdems.org.uk 
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